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6 METRES 
unobstructed
ship’s side

Height above water
required by Pilot

Distance from top of
step to entry to be
no more than 320 mm

Distance between Stanchions
Min. 70cm Max. 80cm

Pilot ladders shall 
be secured on the 
lowest deck within 
the ship side opening. 
Rigging from the 
deckhead or freeboard 
deck is not permitted. 

When rigged from a 
ships side opening 
manropes may be 
rigged from the 
deck head, provided 
that the manropes 
pass through the ring 
or the eye at the top 
of the stanchions at 
the point of access.

 

The lower
platform
shall be a
minimum
of 5 metres
above the 

Maximum
45˚ slope

Lower
platform
horizontal

The Pilot 
ladder shall 
rest firmly
against the 
ship’s side

The platform 
shall be secured 
to the ships’ 
side when in 
use

In the case of a
combination
arrangement using an
accommodation ladder
with a trapdoor (ie.
embarkation platform),
the pilot ladder and
man-ropes shall be
rigged through the
trapdoor extending
above the platform
to the height
of 2m.

Platform 
shall be 
secured to 
ship’s side
(Using
sunken-
eyes or 
approved
mechanical system)

Steps shall 
rest �rmly 
against the 
ship’s side

water

At least
2m

ACCOMMODATION LADDER (TRAP DOOR ARRANGEMENT) SIDE DOOR ARRANGEMENT


